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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 1795 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PE 

SUB J : PRESIDENT VELASCO S HEALTH 

REF: LIMA 1752 

1. LITTLE NEW HAS BEEN LEARNED TODAY ABOUT PRESIDENT VELASCO'S 
HEALTH. PARTY LINE APPEARS TO BE THAT HE DID SUFFER MILD ATTACK 
WHICH WAS NOT INCAPACITATING, BUT THAT WHILE HE WILL RECOVER, HE WILL 
REQUIRE A PERIOD OF REST. LINE GOES ON THAT PROBLEMS OF THIS SORT 

ARE NORMAL FOR A MAN WITH HIS MEDICAL HISTORY. SENIOR SUB- 
CABINET MINISTER WHO STATED FOREGOING TO EMBOFFS ADDED COMMENT 
THAT HE CONCERNED PERU MIGHT BE ENTERING A PERIOD "SIMILAR TO 
THAT OF SPAIN UNDER FRANCO". VICE MINISTER SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
HE EXPECTED PRIME MINISTER MORALES BERMUDEZ TO ASSUME GREATER 
POWERS AND LOOKED FORWARD TO A MAN OF HIS ABILITIES AS MANAGER PRO 
TEM OF AFFAIRES OF STATE. 

2. COMMENT: NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT HAS YET APPEARD, 

AND IN ITS ABSENCE, THE FOREGOING PARTY LINE MAY HAVE 
TO BE REGARDED AS THE CLOSEST FACSIMILE. PERHAPS SOME- 
THING MORE DEFINITE WILL BE KNOWN ABOUT VELASCO'S HEALTH 
AFTER TODAY'S REGULARLY SCHEDULD CABINET MEETING, 

ASSUMING IT TAKES PLACE. 

DEAN 
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